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Archdiocesan
Mission Statement

Taking to heart the
last words of the Lord
Jesus, we will go into
the world to proclaim
the Good News to the
whole of creation.

 LITURGICAL CALENDAR
Psalter Week 2
Readings Sunday – 6th Sunday of Easter (C)
    Weekdays –  Easter Week 6

Sunday   6th Sunday of Easter (C)
Monday   St Augustine of Canterbury
Thursday   Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord

Holy Day of Obligation
Friday    The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Saturday St Justin
Next Sunday   7th Sunday of Easter (C)
    World Communications Day
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DEANERY TEAM

GOSPEL REFLECTION
  During the Last Supper Jesus said to his disciples, “Peace I leave with you, my own peace I give you. A peace
which the world cannot give, this is my gift to you. So do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.” The Hebrew
word for “peace” is “shalom”, a word very widely used in the Bible. It is so rich in content that the English word
for “peace” only conveys a fraction of what it really means. In general it conveys a sense of universal completeness,
a condition in which nothing is lacking. The state of perfect well-being which the word signifies belongs only to
God. When one possesses peace, one is in perfect communion with God. The false prophets prophesied peace
when there was no peace or very little chance of it. Jesus, on the other hand, is sometimes referred to as a
“disturber of the peace”. But the peace he disturbed was a false peace. Peace does not consist of mere prosperity
or well-being. An essential component of peace is righteousness. So, where there is no righteousness, there is
no genuine peace. Hence the saying, no peace for the wicked!
  Peace is not just the absence of war or dissension. Nor is it simple harmony. True peace is not the same as
tranquility. Peace is a state of inner calm, and suggests a good relationship with God and with others. Peace in
this complete sense, a peace which surpasses all human thought, cannot be created by human effort alone. It is
a gift of God. God desires the peace of those who serve him. God speaks peace to his people. In biblical times
“shalom” was an ordinary greeting. But it was more than that. It was an expression of good wishes. Peace is one
of the greatest gifts we can share with others. But we can’t share it if we don’t have any, just as we can’t share
money or wealth if we don’t have that too. And we can’t give it to someone who doesn’t want it or who is unable
to receive it.
  Jesus was able to offer peace to his disciples because he had it himself: “My own peace I give you.” Peace is
communion with God. since Jesus is in perfect communion with God, he can share with us the gift of peace. What
other peace can we share but our own? Christians are called to share peace at all times. Yet, unfortunately, there
are many times when, instead of giving peace to others, we inflict on them our own unrest and unhappiness.
When Jesus appeared to the apostles after the Resurrection he didn’t blame them or even scold them for failing
him. Instead, he broke through the closed doors of fear and doubt and spoke the words they desperately needed
to hear. He said, “Peace be with you.” And by means of those wonderful words he turned their despair into hope,
and their sadness into joy. We are fortunate if we feel the peace of Jesus – the peace which surpasses all
understanding, the peace which this world cannot give, a peace no one can take away from us, a peace which
can exist in the midst of a troubled world, and even in the midst of unresolved problems. Peace is God’s great
gift to us, but it can also be our gift to one another.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Psalm Response: Let the peoples praise you, O God:
       let all the peoples praise you.
Gospel Acclamation: Jesus said: “If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
        and my father will love him, and we shall come to him.”
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Synod 2020 - The Story So Far

Preparations for Synod 2020 are continuing. As
the Archbishop himself said in his Pastoral Letter
for Synod Sunday 2018, the Synod is the time
when we choose the path to walk on.
Those who volunteered to be members are in
the process of attending training sessions. We
will continue to give you further updates
regarding the process of the Synod because
there may well be times when you are invited to
contribute towards the Synod in terms of sharing

your views concerning the future mission of the Church in the
Archdiocese. Your views will be very important.

Here is a reminder of the “Synod Timeline” for the first year.
● May – June 2019 – Listening and discerning in

Parishes. (Led by Members)
● 21st or 25th or 28th September – Meeting of

Members. (Members can attend any one meeting)
● Oct 2019 – Jan 2020 – Pastoral Area Pre-Synod 1.

(One in each Pastoral Area)

Our Synod Questions
Four Synod Questions that will inform and inspire our project
of listening over the coming months have been published and
will be addressed over four weekly newsletters. The fourth
question is addressed in the Synod Reflection below.

These questions begin from the truth that God speaks to us in
our everyday lives and, as we reflect on our lives, we encounter
Christ (c.f. Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium 8). We are then
invited to think about what the Catholic Church is for. This will
allow the Spirit of God to open our hearts so that, finally, we
can reflect on the questions, issues, and topics that our Synod
should make recommendations on. We are all invited to reflect
deeply and respond to these four Synod Questions.

Synod 2020: Have Your Say
Please ensure that your voice is heard in response to the Four
Synod Questions. Attend a local Listening Gathering in your
Pastoral Area (see local notices for details) or respond online
at www.synod2020.co.uk

Synod Reflection
Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would teach us everything.
This Synod process is about listening to what the Holy Spirit is
saying  to  the Church  in  Liverpool  now,  through  the different
voices and experiences of all its members, and discerning the
way forward together. This fourth question is not about listng
our favourite causes or fixed opinions: it invites us to reflect on
all the answers we’ve heard to the previous three questions
and then to listen carefully to what the Holy Spirit is saying to
the Church through us.

Synod Question 4
Having reflected on these things, what are the topics you
would like to see on the agenda of Synod 2020? (A
maximum of 5.)

Prayer
Light a candle and take a moment’s silence before praying:

Risen Jesus,
as we listen to and reflect on your word
may we hear the voice of your guiding spirit
who will reveal to us everything we need.
May we find the strength, courage and impetus
to move forward in your ways
and may that deep inner peace you promise be ours.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

PARISH NEWS
Feast of the Ascension - Holy Day of Obligation

Masses for the Ascension, this week, are as follows:
Wednesday: 7.00pm Holy Family
Thursday:     9.15am St Ambrose Barlow &

          12.00noon St Richard’s

Ladies Group
The next Ladies Group meeting will be on Tuesday 4th June at
2.00pm in St Ambrose Barlow Church Hall.
Raffle: Margaret Rushton / Anne Shufflebotham.

Weekday Mass Intentions
There is a shortage of Mass Offerings for weekday Mass Intentions
across the parish. Additional Mass Offerings for weekday Masses
would be welcomed.

Churches Together in Atherton
 Pentecost Celebration

Please try your very best to come along to a special
Pentecost Celebration at Atherton Parish Church on Sunday
9th June at 4.00pm. The service, which has been arranged
by Churches Together In Atherton, will provide us with a
great celebration to mark Pentecost Sunday, the birthday of
the Church. The service will be followed by a “bring to the
table” tea in Atherton Baptist Church. Please come along
and join us in prayer and friendship.

Mary Bartley, R.I.P.
Many of you will know my mum, although you might not have
known her full name! She died on 20 May after a long period
of ill-health. Her wish was to go back to our home village for
her requiem, so her funeral will not be at Holy Family but in
Little Crosby. So many kind friends have prayed for her and
asked after her and you are all welcome to the funeral. We
don’t have a definite date yet but word will get around when
we do. Thank you all for your love and concern for her.
Wyn Goggins

LAST WEEK’S PARISH COLLECTIONS
Offertory             £1772.30
Sri Lanka Appeal       £1113.98

Thank you for your generosity.

SECOND COLLECTIONS
Today

Let The Children Live!
Let The Children Live! is a charity that works in Colombia
with children from the streets and shanty-towns. These
children are called ‘the disposable ones’ and they live, and
sometimes die, in the streets and rubbish dumps of
Colombia’s cities. Their ages range from six-year-olds to
teenagers and they are often unloved, unwanted, beaten,
robbed, raped and murdered. The charity aims to safeguard
the lives of these children from the poverty and violence of
the streets and to make their lives worth living by giving them
love, education and a future. It is currently working with 600
children and young people, both boys and girls. Check out
their website: www.letthechildrenlive.org

Next Week
Catholic Communications Network

World Communications Day is about highlighting the way
the Church uses the media to proclaim the Gospel. The
second collection will go to support the Catholic Communi-
cations Network, which is the Church’s media office in the
UK.  Website: www.catholicnews.org.uk



 Newsletter
Please ensure that items for next week’s newsletter are sent
in by Wednesday evening. Thank you.

Clergy Addresses
Fr Paul Seddon: St Richard’s Presbytery, Mayfield Street,
Atherton, Manchester M46 OAQ

Fr Paul Grady: Holy Family Presbytery, 208 Chaddock Lane,
Boothstown, Worsley, Manchester M28 1DN

Finance
All monies should be paid into the Parish account of St Margaret
Clitherow Please note spelling ‘Clitherow’). Thank you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Many of you will have heard the following notice which was
read out at all the Masses recently. We will publish it in the
Newsletter for the next few weeks so that everyone can read
it at home.
Last September, as many of you are aware, our Pastoral Area,
the Deanery of Leigh, was expanded to include Golborne,
Lowton, Croft and Hindley Green. We increased in number from
seven churches to ten, with an increase in priests from four to
five. This change happened very suddenly, without consultation,
and it has been a very difficult year trying to adapt to these
changes, especially since our Pastoral Area has now become
one of the largest, geographically, in the Archdiocese.
The Archbishop has now informed us that Fr.Colin – who at
present looks after St.Joseph’s, Leigh – will be leaving us and
taking up a new appointment from September. He will NOT be
replaced. Therefore we are facing the prospect of looking after
a much larger Pastoral Area with less number of priests. This will
inevitably lead to change, not just in terms of the number of
churches but also to the times and availability of Sunday Masses
in the Pastoral Area. This will also lead to a change in the way
we work as priests. The Archdiocese has asked us to conduct a
review of the buildings (that is, churches and halls) that we are
using at present.
As many of you may be aware the Pastoral Area submitted a
Pastoral Plan five years ago to address many of these issues.
At that time the Archdiocese chose not to act on these
recommendations. Due to the reduction in the number of priests,
many of these issues are now more pressing.
By September a new Sunday Mass Schedule will have to be in
place which probably WILL involve church closures. This will also
involve a reduction in the number of Sunday Masses, simply
because we have less priests looking after a much larger area.
We simply cannot be in two places at once.
Fr.Colin has been a great member of our team for the last five
years and he will be greatly missed. We ask you to pray for him
and pray for all of us – people and priests alike – as we face such
great challenges in the very near future.
During the next few weeks and months the priests of the Pastoral
Area will continue to meet with representatives from the
Archdiocese to make plans for the future. We will try our best to
keep you informed of any progress and involve you as people of
the Pastoral Area in whatever way we can.

FORTHCOMING EVENT
Climate Lobby, Wednesday 26th June

CAFOD invites you to join its Climate Lobby in London on
Wednesday 26th June saying, “It’s time to confront this climate
and environmental crisis and tell our leaders that Britain should no
longer contribute to the destruction of our common home. To sign
up to join us at the lobby, go to
www.cafod.org.uk/Climate/Campaign/Climate-lobby.”

* * * * * * *
St Mary’s Graded GOOD by Ofsted

St Mary's Catholic High School in Astley is celebrating after Ofsted rated
the school ‘Good’, recognising that the ‘school has been transformed
since the last inspection as a result of intelligent and determined
leadership’.
The inspectors described how ‘leaders, including governors, have
secured evident and significant improvement throughout all aspects of
the school, most particularly in the behaviour of pupils, their attendance,
the quality of teaching and the achievement of disadvantaged pupils’.
Congratulations to staff, pupils and governors!

Reflect
In today’s Gospel Jesus reminds us to love one another and
to be true to the words he has spoken. He promises the gift of
peace and the gift of the Holy Spirit who will be our advocate.

Pray
Holy Spirit of Fire, transform us with the flame of your love;
empower us with the breath of your life;
enlighten us with your wisdom
that we may bring love, joy, peace and hope to the world
around us.
Amen.

Act
Water tips: Only boil as much water as you need; fix leaking
taps and ensure they are turned off properly.

Challenge
Be true to your innermost being, don’t follow the trends but do
what is within your power to live sustainably.

Prayer in preparation for Synod 2020

We thank you Father
For the love you have shown us
In the gift of Jesus, your Son.

We thank you for the gift of the Church,
Through which you show us that you are
always with us and are always at work in
our lives.

As we journey together to Synod 2020
help us to become the Church that you are calling us to be.
May your Holy Spirit  be powerfully at work among us
Strengthen each of us and guide Francis, our Pope
and Malcolm our Archbishop.

Help us to respond to the challenges of our times in new
ways to bring your love to all our sisters and brothers.

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.

AMEN



READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKEND

Seventh Sunday of Easter

First Reading – Acts 7:55-60
The most striking feature of the death of St.Stephen is its similarity
to the death of Jesus.

Second Reading – Revelations 22:12-14,16-17,20
The last words of the Book of Revelation talk about the Second
Coming of Jesus.

Gospel Reading – John 17:20-26
We share in part of the great prayer which Jesus made on behalf
of his present and future disciples during the Last Supper.

Amy Turnbull
Anelyse Lewis
Arthur Leggett
All Cancer Patients
Anne Broad
Baby George
Baby Grace
Baby Luke
Bernard O’Donnell
Brenda Southern
Bridie Molyneux
Catherine Jones
Christopher Browne
Clare Barlow
Clifford Browne
Eddie Shaw
Emma Oldham
Enid Kenwright
Fon O’Hara
Freda Peake
Gerald Hackett
Guy Ryan
Hannah Delargy
 Irene McIntyre
Jack Rothwell
Jean Tchibukdjian
Jennifer Langin
Jess Garrett
Jessie Lucas
Joan Wilkinson
John Neary
John Wall
Kathy Kenyon
Maisie Sweeney (10)
Margaret Case
Margaret Dawson
Margaret Ross
Margaret Wall
Marjorie Price
Mary Tiernan
Maureen Halliday
Michael Wright
Rev Jim Melia
Sandra Jones
Shelagh Welsby
Stephen Howell
Terry Barlow
Thelma Humble
Theresa Stanley
Thomas McLoughlin
Wyn Wright
Yvonne Mellin
+
Additions this week:
Elizabeth Hulmes
Terence Flanagan

Please pray for
those who are Sick

LATELY DEAD

Please pray for
those who have
died recently:

Aiden Blackman
Mary Bartley

Brendan Deignan
Eternal rest grant unto them, O

Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May they rest

in peace. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday Confessions after 10.00 am Mass at Holy Family
& after both 6.00 pm Masses

in St Ambrose and St Richard’s.

Confession also available where possible by request / appointment.

Week Beginning
26th May Holy Family St. Ambrose Barlow St. Richard’s

SUNDAY 9.00 am
Michelle Callan

11.00 am
Parishioners

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Philomena Lines

11.00 am
Joan Clegg

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Harry Knotman

9.30 am
Patrick FitzPatrick

MONDAY

TUESDAY 9.15 am
Tony Berbas

Mass at St.Ambrose
Barlow

WEDNESDAY 7.00 pm
The McGrath &

Beresford Family
Vigil Mass of the

Ascension

9.00 - 10.00 am
Exposition of the Blessed

Sacrament

THURSDAY
Feast of the Ascension

of the Lord
Holy Day of Obligation

Masses at St Ambrose
Barlow & St Richard’s

9.15 am
Brendan Deignan

12.00 noon
Mary & James Logan

FRIDAY
10.00 am

Fr John Grady
Mass in Holy Family

Church

10.00 am
For Success in Exams

SATURDAY

10.00 am
Parishioners

10.00 am
Exposition & Rosary

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Vincent Carey

(Sat) 6.00 pm
Sarah Hodgkiss

NEXT SUNDAY

9.00 am
Anastasia Giblin

11.00 am
Wedding Anniversary,
Paul & Michelle Callan

11.00 am
Brendan Deignan

9.30 am
Ernest Daniels

Pope Francis Tweet
Every creature has a function, none
is superfluous. The whole universe
speaks the language of God's love,
of His boundless affection for us:
soil, water, mountains, everything is
God's caress.
May 22, 2019


